
MDOT FUNDING STANDARDS
 LOCAL GRADE CROSSING PROGRAM

Prioritization DTRs
• At locations that currently have passive signing only, we will fund all active

warning devices and associated support material.
• At locations with some existing active warning devices, we will cover the cost of all

additional or improved active warning devices and associated support material,
including a new signal house/bungalow if needed to support the new assembly.

Locally-generated DTRs (includes proposed road projects involving changes to geometrics
of crossing; changes in operations, traffic control, etc.; and cases where road authority
asks for DTR for safety reasons)
• We will automatically fund 50% of the cost of the new active warning devices, with

the other 50% the responsibility of the road authority.
• We will waive the local share if the road authority closes another crossing within

its jurisdiction.
• We will not fund even 50% of a simple relocation of existing active warning devices

except when the road authority closes another crossing within its jurisdiction
(then we’ll pay 100% of the relocation costs).

Crossing Closures
• We can fund any transportation/safety infrastructure improvements directly

related to the closure.
• The total cost of these improvements, as a general rule, shall not exceed the cost of

necessary active warning devices at the crossing (this does not include the cost of
active warning devices at other crossings within the same jurisdiction which are
included as a part of the overall project).

• We do not participate in right of way acquisition costs.

Corridor Projects
• We can negotiate a package of projects, including closures, new active warning

devices and upgraded active warning devices.  Funding for these components would
be negotiated as well, and could include our paying anywhere from none to 100% of
a given component.

WE ABSOLUTELY DO NOT PAY FOR:
• warning devices at crossings of non-motorized trails or pathways
• warning devices at new crossings (unless part of a multiple closure package)
• any changes necessitated by changes in railroad operations (speed of trains,

switching moves, single-tracking, double-tracking, new yard or terminal
operations, etc.)

• maintenance (fixes of something already wrong)
• a simple relocation where there is no change in the level of warning devices, except

when there is a closure involved (exception:  we can pay for an upgrade to 12"
lenses as long as the other party pays for all associated work)

• crossing surfaces, except occasionally if a crossing closure is involved or if we
want to test new or experimental treatments

• right of way acquisition

 – IN ALL INSTANCES, WE WILL SUPPORT THE USE OF BEST PRACTICES – 
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